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In line with my professional values, the ethical framework of my registration body (BACP) and from my safeguarding knowledge and training, I am committed to safeguarding the safety and wellbeing of my clients as a primary concern, and of any other vulnerable adults or children who may be at risk of serious harm where this may be brought to my attention through my work with clients. I have an enhanced DBS check certificate.
I only work with adults aged 18 and over. However, safeguarding duties can arise from my work with adults. For example, if someone shares information that raises concerns that a child or a vulnerable adult may be at risk of serious harm; if an adult client shares information that leads to concerns that they may be at risk of serious harm from themselves of if an adult client is vulnerable due to care needs and may be unable to protect themselves from abuse, neglect or exploitation. 
Adults at risk
If I become concerned that a client, or another adult, is at risk of serious harm — whether from others or from themselves — I will take this seriously, talk with you wherever it is safe and appropriate to do so, and, where necessary, share information with the relevant services to help keep people safe.
Children and young people
Although I only work with adults, I hold a duty to act if I become aware that a child or young person may be at risk of abuse or significant harm. Where that happens, I will follow safeguarding procedures and, if needed, contact the appropriate authorities, such as the local authority children’s services or the police.

Limits of confidentiality
My work with clients is conducted within strict confidentiality. There are however limits to this confidentiality as it pertains to safeguarding concerns that may arise. 
The only circumstances in which I would be duty bound to breach the confidentiality of our work together is if I have sufficient concerns about your safety, the safety of another child or vulnerable adult (as described above); if I become aware of possible acts of terrorism, drug or people trafficking; if I am summoned to give evidence in court or have to pass details to health authorities in relation to a public health issue. I would seek to discuss this with you first if possible and appropriate, before breaching confidentiality and seek to work together.

If I am worried about yours or someone else’s safety and feel that there may be a risk of serious harm to you, a child or another adult, I would seek to discuss this with you first before breaching confidentiality, unless the urgency and immediacy of the potential risk requires immediate action. 

Raising a concern
If you have any safeguarding concerns, about yourself, about my practice or about someone else in connection with my work, please contact me at concetta.perot@gmail.com and I will respond as soon as I can. You can also raise concerns with BACP. 
If you are worried about someone at immediate risk of harm, please do not hesitate to call 999. You can also contact your local council’s adult or children’s safeguarding team, the NSPCC on 0808 800 5000 (for concerns about a child), or the police non-emergency line on 101.
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